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Telephone:  775.328.6100 – Fax:  775.328.6133 
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Subject: Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 

Applicants:  Jason Lurie 

Agenda Item Number: 9A 
Summary: Request to abandon an unused 20 foot emergency access 

easement stemming from Lurie Lane that traverses the 3 parcels 
that are the subject of this request 

Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
Prepared by: Chad Giesinger, Senior Planner 

Washoe County Community Services Department 
Planning and Development Division 
775.328.3626 
cgiesinger@washoecounty.us  

Description 
Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 (Lurie Ln) – For possible action, hearing, and 
discussion to approve the abandonment of an unused 20 foot emergency access easement that 
traverses the 3 parcels that are the subject of this request. The easement proposed for 
abandonment stems from Lurie Lane and only provides access to the 3 subject parcels and no 
other surrounding or connected parcels have an interest in the easement.  

• Property Owners: Jason and Jennifer Lurie Living Trust, 2012 Becker 
Family Trust, Lurie-Vogelsong Living Trust, Arthur J and 
Cary Lurie 

• Applicant: Jason Lurie, 4 Patrick Lane, Orinda, CA 94563 
• Location: 20 Lurie Lane, approximately 1/3 mile west of Lakeside 

Drive off of Faretto Lane 
• Assessor’s Parcel Numbers: 222-060-29, 222-060-30, and 222-060-31
• Parcel Sizes: All 3 parcels are 2.5-acres 
• Master Plan Category: Rural Residential (all 3 parcels) 
• Regulatory Zone: High Density Rural (all 3 parcels) 
• Area Plan: Southwest Truckee Meadows 
• Citizen Advisory Board: South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley 
• Development Code: Article 806, Vacations and Abandonments of 

Easements or Streets 
• Commission District: 2 – Commissioner Lucey 
• Section/Township/Range: Section 2, T18N, R19E, MDM, Washoe County, NV 
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Abandonment Purpose and Process 
The purpose of an abandonment is to allow for the vacation or abandonment of easements or 
streets. If the Planning Commission grants an approval of the Abandonment, that approval is 
subject to Conditions of Approval. Conditions of Approval are requirements that need to be 
completed prior to the recordation of the Resolution and Order of Abandonment. 

The Resolution and Order of Abandonment is the legal record prepared by the Engineering and 
Capital Projects Division and recorded to complete the abandonment process. The Engineering 
and Capital Projects Division completes a technical review of the legal description, exhibit maps 
and any new easements that are required by the Conditions of Approval and submitted by the 
applicant’s surveyor. When the Engineering and Capital Projects Division is satisfied that all 
conditions of approval have been met, they record the Resolution and Order of Abandonment 
with the County Recorder. An abandonment is complete once that recordation has occurred. 

Washoe County Code (WCC) Section 110.806.15 authorizes the Planning Commission to 
consider abandonments or vacations of streets and easements, including government patent 
easements. Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 seeks to abandon an unused and 
unimproved 20 foot emergency access easement that only affects the subject parcels, and is 
asking the Planning Commission to consider that request. 
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Vicinity Map 
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Site Plan 

 

The unused and unimproved easement requested for abandonment is highlighted in pink 
above.  The other 20 foot easement is the actual improved access and will remain.  Fire 
has requested that a new 50 foot radius turnaround easement be added to the end of this 
existing easement to replace the turnaround to be abandoned.     
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Aerial Photo of Project Site 

WAB17-0003 
LURIE LN



Washoe County Planning Commission Staff Report Date:  June 9, 2017 

Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 
Page 6 of 8 

Project Evaluation 
The applicant is seeking to abandon an unused and unimproved 20-foot-wide emergency 
access easement that is exclusive to the 3 subject parcels (i.e. the easement does not affect or 
provide access to any other parcels).  All 3 parcels are currently owned by the same family / 
trust.  The subject easement, which was originally created on parcel map #729 recorded in 
1976, is for emergency fire access only and does not include any public utility or drainage 
interests.  The applicant is requesting the abandonment because it is not being used and is 
creating an unnecessary legal (and land use) encumbrance on the properties.   

As shown in the aerial photo on the previous page, only 1 of the 3 subject properties is currently 
developed with a single-family residence while the remaining 2 parcels are vacant. The 
developed parcel is located in the middle of the 3 parcel cluster.  Access to all 3 parcels is 
provided by an existing improved 20 foot access and public utility and drainage easement that 
will not be affected by the requested abandonment. Fire has requested that a 50 foot radius 
turnaround be added to this existing easement to replace the turnaround to be abandoned. 
Surrounding properties are developed with single-family residences that have separate 
dedicated access easements that will not be impacted by the requested abandonment. 

Code and Policy Regarding Easements 

Washoe County Code (WCC) Section 110.806.15(d) states that if “the Planning Commission is 
satisfied that the public will not be materially injured by the proposed vacation, it shall order the 
street or easement vacated.”  WCC Section 110.806.70, also states, in part, that “the Planning 
Commission or Board may reserve and except therefrom any easements, rights, or interests 
therein which it deems desirable for the use of the County or any public utility.” To the extent 
other property owners nearby or other entities might have any ownership interests in these 
easements, the County’s action to abandon or not abandon would not affect those interests. In 
turn, the property owners applying for the abandonment would be responsible for utilizing 
whatever legal mechanisms are necessary to address those interests on their own. In order to 
recommend approval of an abandonment, WCC Section 110.806.20 requires that the Planning 
Commission make three findings, including that such an abandonment would not result in material 
injury to the public.  

South Truckee Meadows/Washoe Valley Citizen Advisory Board (STM/WV CAB) 
Pursuant to Article 806, Vacations and Abandonments of Easements and Streets, proposals for 
abandonments or vacations are not required to be noticed to Citizen Advisory Boards. No 
comments have been received from the public regarding this request. 

Public Notice 
WCC Section 110.806.15(c)(1) requires notice of a vacation or abandonment (that is not part of 
a tentative subdivision map application) to be mailed to each owner of property abutting or 
connected to the proposed vacation or abandonment.  Staff has provided this required notice as 
shown on the Public Notice map attached as Exhibit C.  

Reviewing Agencies 
The following agencies received a copy of the project application for review and evaluation. 

• Washoe County Community Services Department
o Engineering and Capital Projects Division, Land Development
o Planning and Development Division

WAB17-0003 
LURIE LN



Washoe County Planning Commission Staff Report Date:  June 9, 2017 

Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 
Page 7 of 8 

• Washoe County Health District, Environmental Health Services Division
• Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District
• Regional Transportation Commission
• AT&T
• NV Energy
• Truckee Meadows Water Authority
• Southwest Gas

Two of the above-listed agencies/departments provided comments in response to their 
evaluation of the project application.  A summary of each agency’s comments and their contact 
information is provided below.  

• Washoe County Engineering and Capital Projects, Land Development has recommended
approval with conditions that the applicant submit acceptable legal descriptions and comply
with all conditions of approval from reviewing agencies.

Contact:  Leo Vesely, 775.328.2313, lvesely@washoecounty.us

• Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District is recommending approval subject to the condition
that a new 50 foot radius turn around emergency access easement (to replace the
abandoned easement) be provided/shown on the final map so that access to all 3 parcels is
maintained.

Contact:  Amy Ray, 775.326.6005, aray@tmfpd.us

The Regional Transportation Commission and the Washoe County Health District indicated they 
reviewed the proposal and have no comments. 

Staff Comment on Required Findings 
WCC Section 110.806.20 and NRS 278.480 require that all of the following findings be made to 
the satisfaction of the Washoe County Planning Commission before granting approval of the 
abandonment request.  Staff has completed an analysis of the application and has determined 
that the proposal is in compliance with the required findings as follows. 

WCC Section 110.806.20 Required Findings 
1. Master Plan. The abandonment or vacation is consistent with the policies, action

programs, standards and maps of the Master Plan and the Southwest Truckee Meadows
Area Plan.

Staff Comments: The proposed abandonments do not affect any policies, action
programs, standards or maps of either the Master Plan or the Southwest Truckee
Meadows Area Plan.

2. No Detriment. The abandonment or vacation does not result in a material injury to the
public.

Staff Comments: The easement proposed for abandonment is exclusive to the subject
parcels, doesn’t provide access to any other properties, is not used nor improved, and a
separate easement exists to provide continued access to the parcels.  Staff therefore
finds that the requested abandonment will not result in a material injury to the public.

3. Existing Easements. Existing public utility easements in the area to be abandoned or
vacated can be reasonably relocated to provide similar or enhanced service.
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Staff Comments:  Adequate public utility easements exist on the subject parcels and 
these easements will not be impacted by abandonment of the emergency access 
easement. Staff therefore finds that the area to be abandoned or vacated can be 
reasonably relocated to provide similar or enhanced service.    

Recommendation 
Those agencies which reviewed the application recommended conditions in support of approval 
of the requested abandonment or provided no comments. Therefore, after a thorough analysis 
and review, Abandonment Case Number WAB17-003 is being recommended for approval with 
the conditions included as Exhibit A to this staff report.  Staff offers the following motion for the 
Commission’s consideration. 

Motion 
I move that, after giving reasoned consideration to the information contained in the staff report 
and information received during the public hearing, the Washoe County Planning Commission 
approve, with the conditions included as Exhibit A in the staff report, Abandonment Case 
Number WAB17-003 for Jason Lurie, having made all three findings in accordance with Washoe 
County Code Section 110.806.20: 

1. Master Plan.  The abandonment or vacation is consistent with the policies, action
programs, standards and maps of the Master Plan and the Southwest Truckee
Meadows Area Plan; and

2. No Detriment.  The abandonment or vacation does not result in a material injury
to the public; and

3. Existing Easements. Existing public utility easements in the area to be
abandoned or vacated can be reasonably relocated to provide similar or
enhanced service.

Appeal Process 
Planning Commission action will be effective 10 calendar days after the written decision is filed 
with the Secretary to the Planning Commission and mailed to the applicants, unless the action is 
appealed to the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners, in which case the outcome of 
the appeal shall be determined by the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners. Any 
appeal must be filed in writing with the Planning and Development Division within 10 calendar 
days after the written decision is filed with the Secretary to the Planning Commission and mailed 
to the applicants. 

xc: Applicant/Owner: Jason Lurie, 4 Patrick Lane, Orinda, CA 94563 

Consultant: John Krympotic, KLS Planning & Design Group, Inc, 9480 Double 
Diamond Pkwy, Reno NV 89521  
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Conditions of Approval 
Abandonment Case Number:  WAB17-0003 

The abandonment approved under Abandonment Case Number WAB17-0003 shall be carried 
out in accordance with the Conditions of Approval granted by the Planning Commission on July 
5, 2017. Conditions of Approval are requirements placed on the abandonment by each 
reviewing agency.  These Conditions of Approval may require submittal of documents, 
applications, fees, inspections, amendments to plans, and more.  These conditions do not 
relieve the applicant of the obligation to obtain any other approvals and licenses from relevant 
authorities required under any other act or to abide by all other generally applicable Codes, and 
neither these conditions nor the approval by the County of this project/use override or negate 
any other applicable restrictions on uses or development on the property.  

Unless otherwise specified, all conditions related to the approval of this Abandonment shall 
be met prior to recordation of the Resolution and Order of Abandonment.  Prior to recordation of 
the Resolution and Order of Abandonment, each agency shall determine when compliance of 
their specific conditions is met by the applicant as set forth in the Conditions of Approval.  All 
agreements, easements, or other documentation required by these conditions shall have a copy 
filed with the County Engineer and the Community Services Department, Planning and 
Development Division.   

Compliance with the conditions of approval related to this Abandonment is the responsibility of 
the applicant, his/her successor in interest, and all owners, assignees, and occupants of the 
property and their successors in interest.  All conditions of approval must be met prior to the 
Engineering and Capital Projects Division recording the required Resolution and Order of 
Abandonment.   

For the purpose of conditions imposed by Washoe County, “may” is permissive and “shall” or 
“must” is mandatory.   

• All conditions of approval are required to be completed before the Abandonment can be
recorded and finalized.

• The abandonment will be effective after the approval of a Resolution and Order of
Abandonment by the Engineering and Capital Projects Division and after the recordation
of the Resolution and Order of Abandonment by the County Recorder.

FOLLOWING ARE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL REQUIRED BY THE REVIEWING 
AGENCIES.  EACH CONDITION MUST BE MET TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE ISSUING 
AGENCY.  

Washoe County Planning and Development Division 
1. The following condition is a requirement of Community Services Department, Planning

and Development Division, which shall be responsible for determining compliance with
this condition.

Contact Name – Chad Giesinger, 775.328.3626, cgiesinger@washoecounty.us
a. The applicant shall demonstrate substantial conformance to the plans approved as

part of this abandonment action.

WAB17-0003 
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Washoe County Engineering and Capital Projects Division 
2. The following conditions are requirements of the Community Services Department,

Engineering and Capital Projects Division, which shall be responsible for determining
compliance with these conditions.

Contact Name – Leo Vesely, 775.328.2313, lvesely@washoecounty.us
a. Prior to recordation of the Order of Abandonment, the applicant shall submit legal

descriptions to the County Surveyor for review and approval.  The legal descriptions
shall be prepared by a registered professional and shall be for area of abandonment,
and any new easements that may be required. The County Surveyor shall determine
compliance with this condition.

b. The applicant shall comply with conditions necessary to effect the Resolution and
Order of Abandonment within two (2) years from the date of the action by the
Planning Commission or this conditional abandonment will be null and void.

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District 
3. The following condition is a requirement of the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District,

which shall be responsible for determining compliance with this condition.

Contact: Amy Ray, 775.326-6005, aray@washoecounty.us
a. This access easement was put in place to allow access to all of the three parcels.  The

current house sits on two of the three parcels.  Access to the third parcel and an
associated turn-around with a 50 foot turn around radius for emergency vehicles shall be
provided / shown on the final map in case the owner decides to sell any of the parcels, so
access is maintained.

*** End of Conditions *** 
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